Travellers in India

mainly by sea or on the coasts, and underwent
an extraordinary series of adventures. The
origin of the disbelief with which the world
greeted his narrative is to be found in the fact
that the description which Pinto gives of the
fearful atrocities and inhuman lust for blood
which characterised the conduct of the Portu-
guese in their subversion of the overland trade
route were simply incredible. Pinto's account
of Portuguese cruelty was, it must be admitted,
too horrible to be believed; and yet we know
from other sources that it had at least a
substratum of truth. Camoens, in his Lusiad,
depicted the noble aspirations and high moral
and spiritual aims with which the Portuguese
set forth on their career of empire in India;
Pinto painted another aspect of the picture.
Both men exaggerated, the one, as a true poet
must, in the direction of idealism; the other,
like the sensationalist he was, in the direction of
realism; but even when we make allowance for
the opposite tendencies of the two writers, the
contrast between them is sufficiently sharp to
form one of the saddest features in Indo-
European history. The Portuguese Empire in
Asia has been referred to as a tragedy; it was
also a satire on human nature.*

* The most convenient book in which the subject of the present chapter
may be more fully studied is The Portuguese in India., by Mr F. C. Dan-
vers, wHch has been frequently consulted in the composition of this work.